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Nearly 30 years ago, K-State alumni and siblings,  

Dr. Vera May Ellithorpe and Glenn Ellithorpe, decided 

to gift their jointly-held land to K-State through the 

KSU Foundation to advance opportunities for future 

students. Dr. Gracie Chen, 2017 veterinary medicine 

graduate, is one of those students. 

“The Ellithorpe family scholarship graciously provided me 
with the support to pursue veterinary medicine outside of 
the classroom,” says Chen, now an associate veterinarian. 
“I was able to volunteer and help local communities with 
veterinary care, and gained a lot of surgical and anesthetic 
experience. I am grateful for the Ellithorpe scholarship 
and have applied these new skills to my current position.” 

Trailblazers in their professions — Vera was the first 
licensed female architect in Kansas — the Ellithorpes 
became philanthropic trailblazers when they created a 
charitable remainder unitrust, or CRUT, which paid 
both siblings an annual income while generating value 
for their alma mater. The CRUT also provided the 
siblings tax relief and the means to create four annual 
K-State scholarships. 

A family’s class act of planned giving

If you are wondering how your family can become a K-State class act and support student scholarships 

in your estate planning, visit k-statelegacy.org or contact the gift planning team at 785-532-7585 or 

giftoptions@found.ksu.edu.

Dr. Gracie Chen, 2017 veterinary 
medicine graduate and recipient 
of the Ellithorpe scholarship

Glenn’s son, Jack — also a K-State alumnus — recently 
spoke of how his parents “scraped for their very large 
family to go to college.” He spoke of his father and 
aunt’s proactive commitment to advance the role  
of women in society. Jack has followed the family 
model to support the university and has coordinated 
several College of Veterinary Medicine class reunions, 
and he supports his favorite K-State causes.

Glenn Ellithorpe, a K-State alum who,  
along with his sister, Dr. Vera May Ellithorpe  
made a gift to K-State that’s supporting 
student scholarships

In 2016-2017, the Ellithorpes provided 
eight scholarships totaling $6,000!



Ensure income in your  
retirement years
To increase retirement income, you could hope for better returns on your investments, you could get a part-time  

job — or you could set up a charitable remainder unitrust that will support K-State and our students, like the 

Ellithorpes did.

To learn more about gifts that boost your retirement 

income and help others, please visit k-statelegacy.org. 

Contact the KSU Foundation at 785-532-7585 to begin 

planning your gift to K-State.

How charitable remainder unitrusts work
You give cash or other appreciated assets, like real 
estate or farm equipment, to create a unitrust that pays 
income (and to another beneficiary if you so choose) 
during your lifetime or up to 20 years. The amount of 
income varies each year based on the annual value of 
the trust. After the trust term, the remaining balance 
helps support future Wildcats — through scholarships, 
program or faculty support. 

When you establish a unitrust, you may receive an 
immediate partial income tax deduction and avoid 
capital gains tax.
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More than two-thirds of American adults  
don’t have a will.* You wouldn’t think about 

driving to work without wearing your seat  

belt. So why would you risk leaving the people 

and programs you love unprotected by skipping 

this important document? 

If you pass away without a will, consider how these 
important people in your life will be impacted:
 •  Your spouse might have to share your estate 

with other relatives. The laws of the state 
where you live determine how much of your 
estate goes to your spouse. Some states give 
your spouse one-third of your estate, with your 
children sharing the rest. In certain states, 
your parents, siblings and other relatives could 
get a cut — whether you want them to or not.

 •  Your children could get equal shares. At first 
glance, this might not seem like a problem. 
However, perhaps one child has played a 
greater role in your caregiving or you gave one 

child assistance during a financially difficult 
time. Do you intend to even things out by 
leaving your children different shares of your 
estate? Without a will, the state won’t take this 
into consideration. 

 •  Your favorite charities will receive nothing. 
You likely have charitable causes, such as 
K-State, that are important to you. When 
you create a will, you can include a gift that 
supports our future. If you pass away without a 
will, no state has laws that allow your estate to 
make charitable gifts. 

*2016 NMI Healthy Aging Database® Study

Don’t leave your loved ones unprotected
Creating a will that protects the important people  

in your life is an act of love. Stop putting off this 

important task. We’re here to help you start the 

process. Simply contact us at 785-532-7585 or 

giftoptions@found.ksu.edu today.

Your will: 
A seat belt that protects everything you love

Already have a will? 
Excellent! You will want to keep it up-to-date. Your will reflects the time when 

it was created, and depending on when that was, your life might look quite 

different. Here are a few situations that should trigger an update to your will:

 • There’s been a marriage, divorce, birth, adoption or death in your family.

 • You’ve moved to another state.

 • Your estate’s value has increased. 



  

Securing the future really is as simple as one sentence.  
By including a gift to K-State through the KSU 
Foundation in your will, you can support K-State 
tomorrow without giving away any of your assets today. 

Including K-State in your will is a popular gift to give 
because it is:
 •  Affordable. The actual giving of your gift occurs 

after your lifetime, so your current income and assets 
are not affected. 

 •  Flexible. Until your will goes into effect, you are 
free to alter your plans or change your mind.

 •  Versatile. You can give a specific item, a set amount 
of money or a percentage of your estate. You can also 
make your gift contingent upon certain events.

 

Every gift begins with an important question:  
How can I make a difference in the lives of others? If  

you have any questions about leaving a gift in your  

will to the KSU Foundation, please contact us. We are 

happy to show you how your gift can make a difference 

in the lives of our students.

Put it in writing
If you are ready to include a gift to 

K-State in your will, ask your attorney to 
add this suggested wording to your will:

I give and bequeath to the Kansas State University 
Foundation, Manhattan, Kansas, Federal Identification 
Number 48-0667209, a nonprofit corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Kansas, the sum of $_____ 
or percentage of _______%, to be used according to the 
Memo of Understanding on file with said organization 
OR for the general purpose of said organization.

Your will: 
A seat belt that protects everything you love

How one sentence can 
change a life
Remember K-State in your will or living trust

What if all you had to do to ensure that K-State can educate and engage students for years to come is to write 
a simple sentence? Sound impossible? 



Here’s how: 
One of the easiest gifts you can make is to name the 
KSU Foundation as a beneficiary of one of your assets, 
such as your retirement plan or life insurance policy. 
This is a popular gift to give because you can set it up by 
yourself. There’s no need to use the services of an attorney 
or financial advisor to put your gift in place. 

Simple steps to follow: 
 1.  Contact your retirement plan administrator 

or life insurance company and request a 
change-of-beneficiary form. 

 2.  Decide what percentage of the account you wish to 
give to K-State and name us, along with the stated 
percentage, on the form.

 3.  Sign and return the form to your plan administrator 
or insurance company.

 4.  Let us help you plan your gift! It would be our honor 
to thank you for your support. By sharing your plan, 
we can work with you to create a Memorandum 
of Understanding to direct your gift to the specific 
area(s) you choose. Plus, your generosity can inspire 
others to follow your example. 

Your support matters
Your gift makes a meaningful difference at K-State and 

to our students — no matter the size.  Contact us at 

giftoptions@found.ksu.edu to learn more about giving 

a gift that doesn’t cost you anything today. If you’ve 

already made a gift, please let us know so we can thank 

you for your generosity and ensure that your gift is used 

exactly as you intend.

How to leave a K-State legacy  
in 5 minutes 
In less time than it takes to brew a pot of coffee, you can make a lasting impact at K-State. 

Mix and match your giving

There are multiple ways  for you to create a meaningful impact at Kansas State University. Learn 

how to customize a gift today with one in the future in our new guide, Mix it up: Combine your 
giving. Simply return the enclosed reply card to learn more.

Key benefit:  Beneficiary designations 

offer built-in peace of mind. Your 

current budget isn’t affected  

because you make the gift  

after your lifetime and  

you can change  

your mind at  

any time. 
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Honoring Kansas State University alumni  
and friends who support the university  

by including K-State in their estate plans.

If you’re 70½ or older, you can use the IRA charitable 
rollover to make a tax-free gift to K-State. This law 
allows you to transfer up to $100,000 directly to  
a qualified charitable organization without paying  
income tax on the distribution. 

When you use the IRA charitable rollover to make  
a gift to the KSU Foundation: 
 •  Your gift will be put to use TODAY, which  

allows you to see the difference you’re making for  
K-State students!

 •  You pay no income taxes on the gift. The transfer 
doesn’t generate taxable income or a tax deduction, 

so you benefit even if you do not itemize your  
tax deductions. 

 •  If you have not yet taken your required  
minimum distribution for the year, your IRA 
charitable rollover gift can satisfy all or part of  
that requirement.

Let us help
You don’t need to be an expert in retirement  

planning to make a gift from your IRA. Let us walk with 

you through it and share all the ways your gift makes 

a difference at K-State. Contact us at 785-532-7585 or 

giftoptions@found.ksu.edu to get started today.

Not 70½ yet?
You can still support K-State with your IRA. Simply name us as a 

beneficiary of your account and we’ll receive the funds or the portion 

you designate after your lifetime.

You’ve worked hard, saved diligently and are ready to enjoy your retirement years. Maybe you’re also looking for 

a way to give back to the organizations and causes that have been important to you. Consider making a gift to 

K-State from your IRA. 


